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MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

116 ASPEN LANE

CITY OF HILL COUNTRY VILLAGE, TEXAS 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 16TH, 2014
5:00 P.M.

The City Council for the City of Hill Country Village met for a Regular Council Meeting Thursday, January 16th, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, 116 Aspen Lane, Hill Country Village, Texas. This was an open meeting subject to the open meetings law of the State of Texas.

Members Present:




Members Absent:
Mayor Gabriel Durand-Hollis


Councilman Carl A. Register
Councilwoman Elizabeth Worley


Councilman George “Rick” Evans
Councilwoman Jane Cronk

Councilman James Allen
City Staff Present:

Frank Morales, City Administrator and Police Chief


Emily Barnes, Administrative Assistant

1.  Call to order.

Mayor Durand-Hollis called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.

2.  Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mayor Durand-Hollis led those present in a moment of silence and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Consent Agenda:

The following items are of a routine or administrative nature.  The City Council has been furnished with background and support material on each item, and/or it has been discussed in a previous meeting.  All items can be acted upon by one vote without being discussed separately, unless requested by a Council Member or a citizen, in which event the item or items will immediately be withdrawn for individual consideration in their normal sequence after the items not requiring separate discussion have been acted upon.  The remaining items will be adopted by one motion and vote of the City Council.

3. Discussion/action approving the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of November 21, 2013.

4.  Discussion/action approving the minutes of the City of Hill Country Village Work Shop of December 19, 2013.

5. Discussion/action approving an ordinance ordering the 2014 city officers election as required by state law.  

6. Discussion/action approving an ordinance authorizing the execution of a contract for election services with the Bexar County Election’s Administrator. 

7. Discussion/action accepting a report from the Police Department regarding Racial Profiling for calendar year 2013 as mandated by Senate Bill 1074 of the 77th Legislature.

8.  Discussion/action approving a resolution certifying the 2013 Tax Roll from the Bexar County Tax Assessor-Collector.  

9.  Discussion/action approving an ordinance accepting the resignation of Officer Jennifer Pineda.

Councilman Evans moved to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Councilman Allen. Motion passed unanimously.
Individual Items for Consideration:

7.  Citizens to be heard.   
At this time, citizens who have filled out a registration form prior to the start of the meeting may speak on any topic they wish to bring to the attention of the governing body so long as that topic is not on the agenda for this meeting.  Citizens may speak on specific agenda items when that item is called for discussion.  During the Citizens to be Heard section no council action may take place and no council discussion or response is required to the speaker.  A time limit of two minutes per speaker is permitted; the council may extend this time at their discretion.

No one signed up to speak.

11.  Discussion/action on a presentation, regarding acceptance of the FY 2012-13 annual audit including communications with personnel from our audit firm, Alonzo, Bacarisse, Irvine and Palmer, P.C.
Ms. Janet Pitman from Alonzo, Bacarisse, Irvine and Palmer, P.C. led the council in a presentation on the audit of the city’s financials.  Ms. Pitman explained that there were no changes made to the draft that Council received versus the final draft that was handed out at the meeting.
Ms. Pitman explained that the city’s cash increased due to the road maintenance fund, and capital assets had a net decrease of $50,000.
Councilman Allen asked why the bond payments have gone up since last year.  
Mr. Morales explained that the payment goes up every year.

Ms. Pitman directed Council to look at the payout schedule in the audit presentation for more details on the bond payment.  Ms. Pitman continued to explain that the EDC component is down about $49,000 this year, close to the $47,000 down last year.  Ms. Pitman explained that this fund was used to the debt payment and the city has about seven years left to pay that off.

As Ms. Pitman explained the fund balance sheet of the presentation, Mayor Durand-Hollis explained to Council that they will be discussing these items, in more detail, during executive session.

Ms. Pitman thanked the City of Hill Country Village for its cooperation.
Councilwoman Worley moved to approve the FY 2012-13 annual audit, seconded by Councilman Evans.  Motion passed unanimously.

12.  Discussion/action approving an ordinance amending ordinance No. 1066, an ordinance granting an electric and gas franchise to City Public Service, to increase the payment to the City for street rental and to adopt a new commencement date for such electric and gas franchise.

Mayor Durand-Hollis explained that there was a report in the Council packets that explained that the 3% rate will now go to 4% payment towards the city.

Councilman Evans asked why the increase is occurring.

The City of San Antonio is now getting 4% from CPS, so the suburban cities will match that contribution, which will increase revenue by about $30,000.

Councilman Evans moved to approve the ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman Worley. Motion passed unanimously.
13. Discussion/action regarding an update from Givler Engineering, Inc. on the detailed design package for the City of Hill Country Village 2014 Street Project and approval to advertise the same project for contractor bids.
Mr. Givler addressed some questions that came up during the December 19, 2013 workshop. Mr. Givler addressed the idea of using 5 year culverts under Dr. Gurwitz’s driveway, but explained that it would not offer much a benefit, considering the cost would be between $120,000 and $140,000.
Mr. Givler then referenced a spreadsheet he provided for Council showing adjustments made to projects so the entire project will come in just under the budget.

Councilwoman Worley noticed that each smaller project’s projected cost went up a little from before, and asked Mr. Givler if getting rid of the drainage project on Tower allowed for more funds to be spent on all other projects.

Mr. Givler confirmed that was correct.
Mr. Kirk Francis recommended that Council agrees to begin work on the other projects first, and then wait thirty days to decide on the Tower drainage aspect of the Street Project.

Mayor Durand-Hollis responded that the entire package would then total two million dollars, and the city does not have those funds.

Mr. Francis explained that there is a possibility of receiving $400,000 to $500,000 for this project within the next two to four weeks.

Mr. Givler explained that the utilities on hand for this project may not wait another two to four weeks, therefore explaining the need to agree to the other parts of the project first, and wait on the Tower drainage aspect.
Mr. Francis explained that he feels that in two weeks he will know if there is any possibility of SAWS assisting with either the cost or the work associated with relocating the 48” line that is causing a large cost for the Tower drainage project.

Mayor Durand-Hollis asked Council for an opinion on what route should be taken; approve or disapprove, meet in February or wait.

Councilman Evans asked Mr. Givler if presenting two sets of bids, one with everything and one without the Tower drainage project, would work or would not work.

Mr. Givler answered that it could cause confusion and he would be doing a lot more work to present those bids.  Mr. Givler would like to have alternates in the bids to give the city more flexibility.

Councilman Allen moved to table the item until further information is presented.  Councilman Evans seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilman Allen amended his motion to state that the item will not be tabled longer than eight weeks, or the next council meeting.  Councilman Evans agreed to the amended motion. Motion passed unanimously.
14. Discussion/action on reappointing two members to the Board of Adjustment.
Councilman Allen moved to approve the reappointing of John Dulske and Doug Boom to the Board of Adjustment.  Councilman Evans seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
15. Discussion/action on reappointing three members to the Zoning Commission.
Councilman Evans moved to approve the reappointing of Melissa Childers-White, Brett Rowe and Greg Blasko to the Zoning Commission.  Councilman Allen seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
16. Discussion/action regarding the November 30, 2013 and December 31, 2013 financial statements.
Mr. Morales explained that the audit just took place, so the reports might be a little off as some audit entries were made after the reports were made.  Mr. Morales explained that the numbers will be more on track for the March meeting.  Mr. Morales explained that the city is on target with sales tax numbers, but if the numbers do continue to average as they have, the city will be short between $60,000 and $70,000 according to what has been budgeted. 

Mayor Durand-Hollis stated that the city is doing well, dragging a little with sales tax and a few items, but also will be receiving more money from the increase pay from CPS.

Councilman Allen moved to approve the financial statements.  Councilman Evans seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Council adjourned to Executive Session at 6:07pm.

Council reconvened in regular session at 6:56pm.
14.  Mayor’s Report to Council.
Mayor Durand-Hollis stated that based on the discussion on the roads with Mr. Francis, he needs to make some communications as Mr. Francis talks with SAWS.  Mayor Durand-Hollis also expressed he will be communicating with Mr. Francis in regards to matters related to the zoning commission.

Mayor Durand-Hollis expressed he looks forward to a productive year, and wanted to remind Council that three of the members’ terms are up, and if anyone is interested in filing for reelection, filing will begin January 29th.

Mayor Durand-Hollis expressed gratitude for serving on council and looks forward to the future.
15. Communications with the City Administrator/Chief of Police.
Mr. Morales stated that City Hall will be closed Monday, January 20th, for Martin Luther King Day.
16.  Adjourn

The Council reserves the right to discuss and appropriately act upon any item stated on this agenda in open session.  The Council reserves the right to adjourn into executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultations with Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 551.086 (Economic Development).  No action may be taken in Executive Session.

There being no further business to come before the City Council, the meeting was adjourned at 6:58 p.m.

Approved this the 20th day of March 2014.        
 ____________________

                                                                        
 Gabriel Durand-Hollis 

                    
                                                   

 Mayor 

ATTEST:

________________________

Frank Morales

City Administrator
Acting City Secretary

City of Hill Country Village


116 Aspen Lane • Hill Country Village • Texas • 78232 
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